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While there has been increased focus on the incidence of sexual harassment and 
assault on college campuses and in the workplace, less attention is paid to the 
experiences of adolescents. During the 2010-2011 school year, one study found 
that 48% of middle and high students experienced sexual harassment at least 
once.1 Among teens aged 15-18 who have dated, 20.5% of girls and 18.2% of boys 
reported experiencing sexual abuse in a relationship.2 A 2017 national high school 
survey conducted by the CDC found that that 9.7% of students had been forced to 
do “sexual things” (e.g., kissing, touching, or being physically forced to have sex) in 
the past year.3 In another study, 52.5% of female high school students and 26.3% of 
male students reported experiencing some form of sexual assault. In that same 
study, 40% of acquaintance sexual assault occurred on school grounds.4  
 
The effects of sexual harassment and assault can have lasting influence. 
Increased alcohol and substance use, depression, suicidal ideation, and risk of 
future victimization have been associated with having experienced some form of 
sexual violence among adolescents.5,6,7,8,9,10,11 Condom and contraceptive use at 
the last sexual encounter is also lower among adolescent females who report either 
dating violence or forced sex.10 
 
These troubling statistics call for a shift in the culture around sexual violence, with education starting at an early age 
before young people begin to navigate relationships. Ci3’s mission is to create a world in which all youth emerge 
into adulthood with agency over their bodies and futures. Ci3 supports efforts to educate young people about 
consent, healthy relationships, and how to prevent sexual violence in their community.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information, please contact Lee Hasselbacher at lhasselbacher@uchicago.edu 
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Ci3 at the University of Chicago created Bystander, a serious game and health curriculum for sexual violence prevention 
among high school students. Bystander aims to shift knowledge, attitudes, subjective norms, and behavioral intention 
around bystander behaviors in sexual violence prevention. Bystander is divided into sections that cover sexual 
harassment, supporting assault survivors, consent and laws around sexual violence, and bystander behaviors, all delivered 
in classroom sessions by trained facilitators.  
 
According to pilot research, youth who played Bystander were significantly more likely to support a survivor and engage in 
sexual assault prevention.12 Of the 46 students who completed the game, 97.6% believed the program to be “valuable”; 
83.3% thought it taught new information, and 60% found it personally relevant. Dr. Melissa Gilliam, an adolescent 
obstetrician-gynecologist at the University of Chicago and founder of Ci3, observed, “The feedback from students and their 
reactions to the game confirmed for us that young people want education on this issue. As adolescents, they are actively 
learning what healthy relationships and communication can look like and they need our support.” 
 

https://ci3.uchicago.edu/portfolio/bystander/

